
Teacher’s Guide
Wild Wheels! Hottest Muscle Cars

Introduction
This teacher’s guide helps teach young adults about Muscle Cars, iconic American classics
 with sporty bodies and powerful engines. While reading about these fast and powerful
machines students will learn about the history and design of some of America’s most beloved
automobiles. Special effort has been made to include many basic mechanical systems common
to all automobiles and explain their function.

National Standards
This series supports Language Arts and Science curriculum. Go to www.enslowclassroom.com
and/or www.enslow.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade
level, and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s
specific curriculum standard.

Classroom Activities
Activities for teaching the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts; Math, Science; Social
Studies; and the Arts, can be found in this educators guide. Readers will practice sight words
and repetitive text as they learn about famous foreign sports cars and what makes them special.

Guided Reading Level: S

Reproducible for Educational Use Only
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale, © Enslow Publishers,
Inc.

Where to Find More Information about Titles in this Series:
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series,
as well as download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series:

Titles in this series: Library Edition ISBN: Paperback Edition ISBN:

Hottest Muscle Cars 978-0-7660-2872-2 978-0-7660-3611-6
Hottest NASCAR Machines 978-0-7660-2869-2 978-0-7660-3610-9
Hottest Sports Cars 978-0-7660-2873-9 978-0-7660-3609-3
Hottest Motorcycles 978-0-7660-2874-6 978-0-7660-3608-6
Hottest Dragsters and Funny
Cars

978-0-7660-2870-8 978-0-7660-3607-9

Hottest Race Cars 978-0-7660-2871-5 978-0-7660-3606-2

Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from:

Enslow Classroom, an imprint of
Enslow Publishers, Inc.
40 Industrial Heights Road, Box 398
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398
Phone: 1-800-398-2504
Email: customerservice@enslow.com
Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com



Wild Wheels! Teacher’s Guide
For

Hottest Muscle Cars

America loves Muscle Cars. Beautiful, fast and powerful, these cars have influenced popular
culture and are the celebrities of the American highway. In this book, students are presented
with interesting facts about Muscle Cars, their history, and an introduction to the Muscle Cars of
today. The many photos and descriptive text provide plenty of excitement.

Here is some basic information that you can share with your students about Muscle Cars and
the cars featured in the book. Websites are also listed for additional information.

Muscle Car Basics

The Pontiac GTO – The original GTO was built by Pontiac for General Motors from 1964 –
1974. The design was a reaction to a ban on producing race cars that Pontiac received from
GM management. Unable to make true race cars, they offered the first 5000 as a “high
performance” street car. At the time there was a large youth market looking for fast, inexpensive
cars, and the GTO was an immediate success. The name was borrowed from Ferrari, whose
race cars were followed by the initials GTO for the Italian Gran Turismo Omologato. This
translates to “Grand Touring Homologated,” but in the US this classic was soon known as “the
goat.”  Because of its place in the hearts of Muscle Car enthusiasts, the GTO was briefly
reintroduced, with new models being sold from 2004-2006.
For more information visit www.ultimateGTO.com

The Ford Mustang – The Ford Mustang was first introduced at the 1964 New York World's
Fair, and received an enthusiastic welcome from the American car-buying public. In what was
the most successful launch of any Ford car since the original Model A, Ford sold more than
100,000 Mustangs in the first 3 months of availability. Perhaps the most popular of all the
classic Muscle Cars, the Mustang has been in continuous production from 1964 to present but
its design has changed dramatically based on the demands of the market.
For more information visit www.allfordmustangs.com

The Chevy Camaro – The Chevy Camaro was released in 1966 to compete with the Ford
Mustang. A very powerful road rocket, it had some features that were brand new at the time,
including power steering and front disc brakes. Like the Mustang, the Camaro saw many design
changes over decades of production as pressure was put on automakers to improve safety and
fuel economy. Chevy announced in 2002 that there would be no further production of the
Camaro, but in response to consumer demand a new Camaro concept car was unveiled in
2006. The Camaro is currently available for consumer purchase.
For more information visit www.chevy-camaro.com

The Chevy Corvette – Perhaps America’s only true sports car, the Corvette has held a special
place in the hearts of car enthusiasts. First introduced in 1953, the Corvette has been in
continuous production ever since. Several different body types and engines have been built for
the Corvette over the years and each version of the Corvette has its own fans. The “Mako
Shark” concept car in 1961 was even painted to look like a fast shark. Originally built in Flint,
Michigan, today’s Corvettes are built in Bowling Green, Kentucky, which is also home to the
National Corvette Museum.
For more information visit www.corvettemuseum.com



The Dodge Charger – Introduced in a commercial during the 1966 Rose Bowl, the slogan for
the new Dodge Charger was “Leader of the Dodge Revolution.” Based on a concept car from
1964 and roomier than some other muscle cars on the market, the original 1966 Charger had
seating for four and a powerful, high performance 426 Hemi engine. The name “Hemi” refers to
the hemispherical shape of the engine’s combustion chamber. Perhaps the most famous
Charger was the “General Lee” featured on the popular TV show “The Dukes of Hazard.” A
feature film of the same name introduced a new generation to the “General Lee” in 2005.
For more information visit www.dodgecharger.org

Cars Found in this Book

p.12 The Pontiac GTO
p.18 The Ford Mustang
p.28 The Chevy Camaro
p.34 The Chevy Corvette
p.36 The Dodge Charger



Activities
The Five Curriculum Areas

SAFETY WARNING:
Before any activity make sure your students do not have any allergies to items that you might
use. Never use anything that is sharp or may cut a student. Do not use anything too hot or cold
that may injure a student. Always have an adult supervise all activities to ensure the safety of
your students.

Reading/Language Arts activity:
Vocabulary and repetitive phrases for young adult readers are featured throughout the book.
Additional vocabulary specific to this book may be found in the Glossary, beginning on page 45.
As an additional exercise, ask your student to research the Muscle Cars in the book and write
150 words about their favorite.

Math activity:
The book features the purchase price of each Muscle Car at the time that the car was
introduced, and gives an estimate of that price in today’s dollars. For example, a GTO cost
$3,500.00 in 1964, the equivalent of $21,000.00 today. Using the information provided in the
book, have your students calculate the value of a dollar in 1964 in today’s dollars. Do the same
thing for other car models introduced in later years.

Science activity:
Have your students think about the relationship between weight and speed. Take two glass jars
and fill one of the jars with water. Make sure both lids are on securely. Place two three-ring
binders on a level floor and start both of the jars from the top of these “ramps.” Recruit a student
to be your “racer” and being careful to use the same amount of force, give the jars a push to get
them rolling. As the jars begin rolling on the flat surface, the greater weight of the full jar causes
friction between the jar and the floor as well as friction between the water and the inside of the
jar and the full jar loses the race. Have your students observe the demonstration and record the
results.

Social Studies activity:
Have your students think about why there was a market for faster, less expensive cars in the
1960’s and 1970’s. Who was buying these cars? How were these consumers different from
earlier car buyers? Have your students study the “Baby Boomers” and write 150 words about
the changes they made on American culture.

Arts activity:
The book featured many different versions of classic cars, with different body types and some
with custom paint jobs. Have your student design their dream Muscle Car. Create an
advertisement for this car in crayon or colored pencil that includes a drawing of the car as well
as a slogan.



1. How much do you remember? Match each Muscle Car with its manufacturer. Draw
a line.

The GTO Dodge

The Corvette Ford

The Charger Chevy

The Camaro Pontiac

The Mustang                                                         Chevy

2.  Fill in the blank.

The ________________________ was called “the Goat.”

The Mustang was also known as a ____________________ car.

The 1968 _____________________ concept car was painted to look like a Mako Shark.

The Dodge Charger was available with a very powerful engine called a __________.

Two Chevy cars featured in the book were the Corvette and the _________________.

The Dukes of Hazard’s “General Lee” was a ______________________.
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