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The Holocaust Through Primary Sources 
Introduction 
Gripping primary source accounts from Holocaust victims, some who survived, and some who did 
not, as well as from bystanders and perpetrators, offer readers an emotional, in-depth look at 
major events of the Holocaust. Individual experiences by ordinary people make for engaging text 
that keeps readers interested. Each book in The Holocaust Through Primary Sources series 
contains accounts from men, women, and children, interspersed with vivid color photos of primary 
source items and black-and-white period photos. As students read, they will use critical-thinking 
skills, such as comparing and contrasting, identifying sequence, and making inferences. 
 
National Standards 
This series supports Social Studies, and Language Arts. Go to www.enslowclassroom.com and/or 
www.enslow.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade level, 
and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s specific 
curriculum standard. 
 
Classroom Activities 
Included in this teacher’s guide are activities linking to Reading/Language Arts, Social Studies, 
and the Arts. The activities, and a reproducible handout, require readers to use comprehension 
and vocabulary skills relating to the book’s subject. Some activities can be reworked to use with 
any book in the series. The last page of this guide offers a reproducible assessment tool covering 
comprehension, vocabulary, and inference. 
 
ATOS Reading Level: 6.2 
 
Reproducible for Educational Use Only 
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
 
Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series: 
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series, as 
well as download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series: 
Titles in this series   Library Edition ISBN Paperback Edition ISBN 
Auschwitz Voices From the Death Camp 978-0-7660-3322-1 978-1-59845-346-1 
Kristallnacht The Nazi Terror That Began 
 the Holocaust 978-0-7660-3324-5 978-1-59845-345-4 
Liberation Stories of Survival From the 
 Holocaust 978-0-7660-3319-1 978-1-59845-348-5 
Rescuing the Danish Jews A Heroic 
 Story From the Holocaust 978-0-7660-3321-4 978-1-59845-343-0 
Saving Children From the Holocaust 
 The Kindertransport  978-0-7660-3323-8  978-1-59845-344-7 
The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising Striking a 
 Blow Against the Nazis 978-0-7660-3320-7 978-1-59845-347-8 
 
Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from: 

Enslow Classroom, an imprint of Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
40 Industrial Road, Box 398 Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398 
Phone: 1-800-398-2504 E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com 
Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com 

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://www.enslow.com/displayitem.asp?type=1&item=3496
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Teacher’s Guide for 
Saving Children From the Holocaust:  The Kindertransport 
In 1938, Jews searched for a way out of Germany, but anti-Jewish laws and nations unwilling to 
accept fleeing refugees made escape next to impossible. Kindertransport was England’s effort to 
save the children. In this book, readers learn through firsthand reports from those who organized 
the transports and the children who they saved from the Holocaust. 
 
Before Reading 
Remind students that good readers preview a book to find out what they might learn and what 
they already know about the subject. Allow time for them to read to the title, study the cover 
photo, and browse pages to note the chapter headings, primary source photos, captions, 
sidebars, map, Timeline, Chapter Notes, Glossary, and Index. Then ask students to create a 
Quick Write. Say: Write about someone you think is a modern-day hero. How do you know about 
this person? What makes him or her a hero? After reading, students will share their writing efforts. 
 
During Reading 
Review the cause-and-effect text structure: a cause is why something happens; an effect is what 
happens. Explain that an author may use signal words like because and so, but sometimes 
readers must infer a cause-and-effect relationship from the text. Add that a two-column Cause-
and-Effect Chart helps readers see relationships between events. Suggest that as students read 
each chapter, they put sticky notes where they find examples of cause-and-effect relationships. 
After completing that chapter, they can use the stickies to locate entries to add to their Cause-
and-Effect charts. 
 
As they read, ask students to look for the following as well:  
• Where children found safe places to live, away from the Nazis and war 

• What happened in the English city of Coventry 

• What a German Unterseeboot was and what it did  

• A sidebar and map about Kristallnacht 

• Quotations from a Nobel Prize winner and the first female U.S. secretary of state. 
 
After Reading 
Invite students to share their Quick Writes. Encourage good writers to use their short writing as a 
basis for a longer tale or mock-legend. To elicit personal responses, ask: Which part of the book 
did you find most interesting? Why? What, if anything, surprised you? Prompt further discussion 
with questions, such as: What would you do if your parents wanted you to leave and go to another 
country to stay safe? What would you want to take with you? What do you think you would you 
miss the most?  
 
Use the Reading/Language Arts, Social Studies, and Arts activities on the next page. Make 
copies of the Handout and Assessment pages that follow for students to do in class or as 
homework. Answers: Handout—1.tram/d, 2. rucksack/f, 3. hostel/h, 4. visa/g, 5. asylum/a, 6. 
sanctuary/b, 7. kinder/e, 8. Parliament/c. Assessment—1. D, 2. B, 3. B, 4. A, 5. A, 6. D, 7. C, 8. 
B, 9. A, 10. B. 

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
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Curriculum Links 
SAFETY WARNING: 
Before doing any activity, make sure students do not have allergies to any materials. Supervise 
activities requiring the use of sharp or hot/cold objects. Always review directions and safety rules 
with students before they begin any project. 
 
Reading/Language Arts Activities 

1. Ask students to imagine that they are part of the first Kindertransport, traveling “Alone 
in the midst of hundreds of other frightened children . . . .” How do they feel? What do 
they see and hear? Have students write journal entries as they begin, endure, and end 
their journey. Suggest that they use the text for reference but add their own personal 
views, and challenge them to include at least five terms from the Glossary on pages 
122–123. Encourage students to illustrate the journals and share them with the class.  

 
2. Have pairs of students write a script for a TV documentary called “The Flight of the 

Children.” Stress that the narrator’s dialogue should include backstory details of how and 
why people planned and implemented the Kindertransport. Suggest that partners include 
“interviews” with some of the adults who helped and children who were transported to add 
authenticity. Once the script is ready, have each pair make a storyboard to illustrate what 
would be on the TV screen, and turn it into a PowerPoint™ presentation.  

 
Social Studies Activities 

1. Discuss the map on page 46 and use it to practice map skills. Ask: Through which 
countries is the route? (Austria, Germany, the Netherlands, England) Through which 
cities in German does it go? (Nuremburg, Cologne) Which country shown on this map 
is the furthest west? (Ireland) the furthest east? (the Soviet Union) What body of water 
separates France from Great Britain? (English Channel) What countries border on 
Belgium? (Netherlands, north; France, south; Germany, east) Invite students to create 
more questions for classmates to answer. 

 
2. Ask students to research current conflicts, such as the one in Darfur, where many people 

believe genocide is taking place. Have students clip newspaper or magazine articles and 
download stories from the Internet to share with the class. Discuss what people might do 
to help get some of the citizens to safety, then invite students to: 
• write a public service announcement or make a poster to convince people to help, 

using persuasive language and/or illustrations to stir emotions in listeners or viewers. 
• create a a Web page that gives accurate details about what is happening in that 

country, tells how and why people should help, and includes a map and other 
appropriate image, all properly cited. 

• create a blog, detailing why they chose to research this particular conflict, citing where 
they found facts and photos, and describing how they put it all together. 

 
Arts Activity 
Ask students to imagine that they have been commissioned to design an award to honor Norbert 
Wollheim or Gertrud Wijsmuller-Meijer for helping thousands of Jewish children escape the Nazi 
Holocaust. Have each student make a model of the kind of award he/she would present: a plaque, 
medal, statue, certificate, trophy, or some other object. Provide access to a variety of art media, 
including paper, paints, markers, scissors, glue, poster board, and modeling clay. Create an 
exhibit with students’ finished awards. 

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
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Handout 
Crack the Code 

Use the Code key below to help you figure out each word. Then draw a line to match it with its 
description. 
 

A C D E H I K L M N O P R S T U V Y 
9 2 10 3 14 17 16 7 4 6 12 15 11 1 8 5 18 13 

 
1.   8   11   9    4 a. place where a person is protected  

 _______________________________  from arrest 

 

2.  11     5     2   16    1    9    2    16 b. a safe place  

 _______________________________  

 

3.   14   12   1   8    3    7 c. English group that makes laws 

 _______________________________    

 

4.   18    17   1    9 d. a British streetcar  

 __________________________________   

 

5.    9    1    13    7    5     4 e. German word meaning children 

 _______________________________  

 

6.   1   9    6    2    8     5    9    11    13 f. a British backpack 

 _______________________________   

 

7.   16   17   6    10    3    11 g. document giving permission to leave 

 _______________________________  or enter a country 

 

8.   15    9    11    7   17    9   4    3   6   8 h. supervised short-term housing 

 _______________________________   

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
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Assessment 
Circle the letter that best completes the statement or answers the question.  
  
1.  Which did NOT happen to Jews after 

Hitler “annexed” Austria?  
A. They had to go to a Jews-only school. 
B. They lost their businesses. 
C. They were murdered in death camps. 
D. They were invited to attend the 

University of Vienna.  
 
2.  Where did 32 nations hold a conference 

to discuss the hardships of Jews under 
the Nazis? 
A. London, England 
B. Evian, France 
C. Paris, France 
D. Cologne, Germany 

 
3.  All the children transported to England 

eventually reunited with their parents. 
A.  True 
B.  False  

 
4.  One and a half million children died in the 

Holocaust; but the Kindertransport saved 
_________. 
A. about 10,000 from that fate 
B. about 25,000 from that fate 
C. about 30,000 from that fate 
D. about 50,000 from that fate 

 
5.  Someone who is orthodox adheres strictly 

to the rules.  
A.  True 
B.  False  

6.  The meaning of blitzkrieg is _______. 
A. “inflexible war” 
B. “protracted war” 
C. “fiasco war” 
D. “lightning war” 

 
7.  Which is NOT a meaning of intern as 

used in this book? 
A. incarcerate 
B. imprison 
C. doctor 
D. detain 

 
8.  Kurt Fuchel’s father rode the tram to 

school with him because ______. 
A. he knew that Kurt was afraid of the 

long walk through the forest 
B. he worried that the Nazis would harm 

Kurt for talking against Hitler 
C. he hoped he could get a job there 
D. he just wanted to spend more time 

with Kurt 
 
9.  The author infers that parents valued their 

children’s lives more than their own.  
A. True 
B. False  

 
10.  All these characteristic describe Bertha 

Engelhard EXCEPT _________? 
A. hopeful 
B. selfish 
C. a slave 
D. a loving sibling 
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