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I Like Holidays! 
Introduction 
This teacher’s guide is designed to help you teach children about some holidays that people 

celebrate. The colorful photographs in the I Like Holidays! series encourage children to use 

picture-reading skills in group discussions. Beginning readers will find many sight words from 

the Dolch Pre-Primer, Primer, and First Grade word lists. Book-specific vocabulary is listed in 

the Words to Know section. The photos, text, and fun-to-do activities engage children as they 

build important reading and critical thinking skills.  

 

National Standards 

This series supports Language Arts and Social Studies. Go to www.enslowclassroom.com 

and/or www.enslow.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade 

level, and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s 

specific curriculum standard. 

 

Classroom Activities 

Included in this guide are activities linking to the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts, 

Math, Science, Social Studies, and the Arts. The activities, and a reproducible handout, 

encourage readers to use comprehension and vocabulary skills relating to the book’s subject. 

Some activities can be reworked to use with any book in the series. The last page of this guide 

provides a reproducible assessment tool covering comprehension, vocabulary, and inference, 

using facts from the book and what children know from life. 

 

Guided Reading Level: G 

 

Reproducible for Educational Use Only 

This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers, Inc. 

 

Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series: 

Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series, 

as well as download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series: 

Titles in this series  Library Edition ISBN Paperback Edition ISBN 
What Is Christmas?  978-0-7660-3702-1 978-1-59845-295-2 
What Is Halloween? 978-0-7660-3700-7 978-1-59845-293-8 
What Is St. Patrick's Day? 978-0-7660-3704-5 978-1-59845-291-4 
What Is Thanksgiving? 978-0-7660-3701-4 978-1-59845-294-5 
What Is the 4th of July? 978-0-7660-3703-8 978-1-59845-292-1 
What Is Valentine's Day? 978-0-7660-3699-4 978-1-59845-296-9 
What Is Veterans Day? 978-0-7660-3705-2 978-1-59845-290-7 

 

Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from: 

Enslow Classroom, an imprint of Enslow Publishers, Inc. 

40 Industrial Road, Box 398 Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398 

Phone: 1-800-398-2504 E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com 

Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com 
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Teacher’s Guide for 
What is the 4th of July? 
This fun and accessible nonfiction book uses brilliant color photographs to help readers learn 
why our nation celebrates each 4th of July. Readers discover the symbols and traditions behind 
this annual summer event that lights the sky with fireworks. As they learn, readers enjoy a 
hands-on activity, too. 
 
Introduction Show the book cover, read the title, and discuss the photo. Access prior 
knowledge by asking: What do you know about the 4th of July? Allow time for children to share 
their ideas. Then show the book cover, read the title, and discuss the photo. Create a concept 
web on the board with 4th of July in a large circle and flags in a smaller, connected circle. Invite 
children to contribute to the group web as they read or to create their own, drawing or writing in 
circles other ideas relating to this national holiday.  
 
Pages 2-3 Read the Contents page and explain that it lists each part of the book and on which 
page that part starts. Model using the page number to locate an entry. Read the heading on that 
page to show that it matches the words on the Contents page. Pronounce the Words to Know 
and have children repeat them. Review each definition. 
 
Pages 4–5 Read the text and discuss the photo to establish the two-page pattern: a photo and 
facts related to it. Have beginning readers track the text as you read or echo read with you. 
Encourage children to find words they know.  
 
Pages 6–19 Continue to survey photos and read text. Point out the word nation on page 6 and 
explain that each colored word in the book is defined in Words to Know. Point to the date July 4. 
1776 and the word before in the next sentence. Tell children that dates and words like before 
signal sequence, or the order in which events happen. Check comprehension by asking 
questions such as: In what year was America born? (1776) Who ruled the country before that? 
(England) Who won the war? (America) What are the colors of our flag? (red, white, blue) What 
do people do on July 4th? (have picnics, swim, hike, play games, have concerts) What can you 
see at night? (fireworks.) Have volunteers point to details in photos and/or text that helped them 
answer each question.  
 
Pages 20-24 Read and discuss the directions for the craft idea. Skim the Learn More pages, 
then model how to use the Index on page 24. Point out that this book is nonfiction, with photos 
and facts about real people and things. Clarify the difference: fiction is a make-believe story. Say: 
Nonfiction books have an index that lists where to find important things. On which page would 
we find something about flags? Have children scan page 10 to find the word. 
 
After Reading Prompt personal responses to the book by asking: What one thing about July 
4th did you find most interesting? Invite volunteers to read their favorite passages from the book 
aloud to practice fluency and intonation. 
 
Use the Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, and Arts activities on the next 
page. Make copies of the Handout and Assessment pages that follow it. Read all directions 
aloud, then let children do the page with you or independently. Give help where needed. Have 
children explain why each “False” question is incorrect by correcting it. 
Answers: Handout 1. flags, 2. celebrate, 3. fireworks, 4. independence, 5. parades, 6. songs, 
7. America. Assessment 1. C, 2. A, 3. B, 4. D, 5. A, 6. C, 7. B, 8. D, 9. A, 10. B. 
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The Five Curriculum Activities 
SAFETY WARNING: 
Before doing any activity, make sure students do not have allergies to any materials. Supervise 
activities requiring the use of sharp or hot/cold objects. Always review directions and safety 
rules with students before they begin any project. 
 

Reading/Language Arts activity: 
Remind children that dates and words like before, now, then, and next, signal a sequence of 
events. Explain that a timeline is a way to show a sequence. Create the timeline of your day on 
the board, such as: School starts, reading, math, lunch, recess, spelling, art, dismissal. Then 
invite children to create their own tactile timeline. Stretch heavy string between two chairs. Have 
children work together to draw pictures and write labels for each part of their day—encourage 
the use of times on the labels. Give help as needed. Use paper clips to attach the pictures to the 
string in proper sequence to form a timeline. 
 

Math activity: 
Display a small U.S. flag. Review that it has 50 stars, one for each of our 50 states. Point out 
that the flag was 13 stripes, one for each of the original 13 colonies that existed in 1776. Count 
the red stripes (7) and white stripes (6). Write on the board one addition problem using 7 and 6: 
7 + 6 = 13. Point out that the three numbers represent a fact family. Ask volunteers to tell other 
problems in that fact family: 6 + 7 = 13, 13 – 7 = 6, and 13 – 6 = 7. Then challenge children to 
create a fact family containing the number 50. For example: 30 + 20 = 50, 20 + 30 = 50, 50 – 30 
= 20, 50 – 20 = 30. Give help as needed. More advanced children might be quite creative; 
accept any fact family that is correct. 
 

Science activity: 
Remind children that July is in summer, when the Sun brings lot of heat to many places in 
America. Demonstrate how Earth’s heat helps us by making hot dogs for the class, using a solar 
cooker. Start with two shiny metal cookie sheets, hot dogs, and buns. Place the hot dogs and 
buns on one cookie sheet. Position the other to catch the Sun’s rays. Direct the rays directly 
toward the food. Use rocks to prop up and hold the reflecting cookie sheet in place. Then let the 
Sun do its thing, add mustard or ketchup and give each child a slice of a hot dog and bun. 
 

Social Studies activity: 
Remind children that a citizen is someone who lives in a community. Some communities, like 
families, have just a few people. Cities, states, and nation are larger communities with many 
citizens. Each of us is a citizen of many communities, including our families, neighborhood, 
school, city, state, nation, and Earth! Have children fill in the following sentence frames. I am a 
citizen of the ___ family. I am a citizen of the ___ school. I am a citizen of the city of ____. I am 
a citizen of the state of ___. I am a citizen of the country of _____. Give help as needed. 
 

Arts activity: 
Explain that a kazoo is a small musical instrument, then invite children to make their own. 
Supply cardboard tubes, waxed paper, rubber bands, scissors, glue, and red, white, and blue 
paper. Have children cover the tubes with patriotic paper in red-white-and-blue designs. Next, 
help children cover one end of the kazoo with a piece of waxed paper and secure it with a 
rubber band. Carefully poke a tiny hole in the waxed paper on each child’s kazoo, and model 
how to hum a tune into the open end. Clarify that the sound is made when air from the “hum” 
vibrates through the wax paper. Finally, encourage children to hum along and march in a 
parade, with the kazoo in one hand and a tiny U.S. flag in the other. 
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Handout 

Cross-a-Word 

One column below spells FREEDOM.  

Read each clue.  

Write the missing letters of words about the 4th of July.  

 

Clues 

1. People wave these 

2. Have a good time 

3. Light up the sky 

4. To be free to make our own choices 

5. Bands play and people march 

6. People sing these 

7. Won a war against England 

 

    
 

1 F     

2      R    

  3    E      

4      E        

 5     D   

    6  O    

    7  M      
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Assessment 

 

Circle the letter that best completes the statement or answers the question.  

 

1.  Our nation was born in the year __________. 

A. 1770 

B. 1774 

C. 1776 

D. 1778 

 

2.  Americans had to fight a war against England.  

A.  True  

B. False  

 

3.  England won the war. 

A.  True  

B. False  

 

4.  July 4th is a time to be ______.  

A. mad 

B. away 

C. tired 

D. proud 

 

5.  A nation is a large area of land with many people. 

A.  True  

B. False  
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6.  Independence means to be ______. 

A. tall 

B. old 

C. free 

D. little 

 

7.  You can see fireworks ONLY in the daytime. 

A.  True  

B. False  

 

8.  The 4th of July is celebrated in _________. 

A. every nation in the world 

B. only in England 

C. Canada 

D. the United States  

 

9.  People eat many different kinds of food at a picnic. 

A.  True  

B. False  

 

10.  The American flag has ALWAYS had 50 stars. 

A.  True  

B. False  

 
 


