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I Like Holidays! 
Introduction 
This teacher’s guide is designed to help you teach children about some holidays that people 
celebrate. The colorful photographs in the I Like Holidays! series encourage children to use 
picture-reading skills in group discussions. Beginning readers will find many sight words from 
the Dolch Pre-Primer, Primer, and First Grade word lists. Book-specific vocabulary is listed in 
the Words to Know section. The photos, text, and fun-to-do activities engage children as they 
build important reading and critical thinking skills.  
 
National Standards 
This series supports Language Arts and Social Studies. Go to www.enslowclassroom.com and 
click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade level, and curriculum 
standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s specific curriculum 
standard. 
 
Classroom Activities 
Included in this guide are activities linking to the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts, 
Math, Science, Social Studies, and the Arts. The activities, and a reproducible handout, 
encourage readers to use comprehension and vocabulary skills relating to the book’s subject. 
Some activities can be reworked to use with any book in the series. The last page of this guide 
provides a reproducible assessment tool covering comprehension, vocabulary, and inference, 
using facts from the book and what children know from life. 
 
Guided Reading Level: G 
 
Reproducible for Educational Use Only 
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
 
Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series: 
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com to search for other titles and series, as well as download the 
teacher’s guides for other titles in this series: 
Titles in this series  Library Edition ISBN Paperback Edition ISBN 
What Is Christmas?  978-0-7660-3702-1 978-1-59845-295-2 
What Is Halloween? 978-0-7660-3700-7 978-1-59845-293-8 
What Is St. Patrick's Day? 978-0-7660-3704-5 978-1-59845-291-4 
What Is Thanksgiving? 978-0-7660-3701-4 978-1-59845-294-5 
What Is the 4th of July? 978-0-7660-3703-8 978-1-59845-292-1 
What Is Valentine's Day? 978-0-7660-3699-4 978-1-59845-296-9 
What Is Veterans Day? 978-0-7660-3705-2 978-1-59845-290-7 
 
Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from: 

Enslow Classroom, an imprint of Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
40 Industrial Road, Box 398 Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398 
Phone: 1-800-398-2504 E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com 
Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com 
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Teacher’s Guide for 
What is Veterans Day? 
This fun and easy-to-read nonfiction book uses brilliant color photographs to help readers learn 
the history behind the celebration of Veterans Day. After learning the importance of 
remembering those who served the nation, readers make a thank-you poster for the veterans in 
their community. 
 
Introduction Access prior knowledge by asking: What do you know about Veterans Day? Allow 
time for children to share their ideas. Then show the book cover, read the title, and discuss the 
photo. Create a concept web on the board with Veterans Day in a large circle and soldier in a 
smaller, connected circle. Invite children to contribute to the group web as they read or to create 
their own, drawing or writing in circles other ideas relating to Veterans Day. 
 
Pages 2-3 Read the Contents page and explain that it lists each part of the book and on which 
page that part starts. Model using the page number to locate an entry. Read the heading on that 
page to show that it matches the words on the Contents page. Pronounce the Words to Know 
and have children repeat them. Review each definition. 
 
Pages 4–5 Read the text and discuss the photo to establish the two-page pattern: a photo and 
facts related to it. Have beginning readers track the text as you read or echo read with you. 
Encourage children to find words they know. Point out the words Armed Forces and explain that 
colored words in the book are defined in Words to Know.  
 
Pages 6–19 Continue to survey photos and read text. Read and discuss the captions on pages 
7 and 8. Check comprehension by asking questions, such as: What is a veteran? (someone 
who served in the Armed Forces) How do people in the military help us? (keep us safe and free) 
What can we do because we are free? (go to school, live where we want, say what we think) 
When is Veterans Day? (November 11) What do people do with flowers? (put them on graves of 
veterans) Have volunteers point to details in photos and/or words in the text that helped them 
answer each question. Then ask an open-ended question and let children share their thoughts: 
What is a hero? Help children conclude that not only men and women in the military who risk 
their lives, but anyone who helps to save others or keep them safe is a hero. 
 
Pages 20-24 Read and discuss the directions for the craft idea. Scan the Learn More pages, 
and then model how to use the Index on page 24. Point out that this book is nonfiction, with 
photos and facts about real people and things. Clarify the difference: fiction is a make-believe 
story. Say: Nonfiction books have an index that lists where to find important things. On which 
page would we find something about speeches? Have children scan page 12 to find the word. 
 
After Reading Prompt personal responses to the book by asking: What one new thing did you 
learn about Veterans Day? Do you think your friends would enjoy this book? Why or why not? 
Invite volunteers to read their favorite passages from the book aloud to practice fluency and 
intonation. 
 
Use the Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, and Arts activities on the next 
page. Make copies of the Handout and Assessment pages that follow it. Read all directions and 
text aloud, then let children do the page with you or independently. Give help where needed. 
Have children explain why each “False” question is incorrect by correcting it. 
Answers: Handout 1. holiday, 2. military, 3. patriotic, 4. veteran, 5. parade, 6. November. 
Assessment 1. D, 2. B, 3. C, 4. A, 5. A, 6. D, 7. B, 8. A, 9. C, 10. B. 
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The Five Curriculum Activities 
SAFETY WARNING: 
Before doing any activity, make sure students do not have allergies to any materials. Supervise 
activities requiring the use of sharp or hot/cold objects. Always review directions and safety 
rules with students before they begin any project. 
 
Reading/Language Arts activity: 
Use the caption on page 7 to initiate start a discussion of these nonfiction text features. Reread 
the text on page 9, then the caption. Stress how the caption and photo work together to clarify 
and enrich information in the text. Turn to another picture that does not have a caption, such as 
that on page 13. Challenge children, as a group, to write a caption that tells about what is 
happening. Encourage children to look through other books and to write captions for photos. 
 
Math activity: 
Point out the different heights of the people in the photo on pages 16-17. Ask children to find the 
tallest and the shortest. Cut colored paper into various lengths for children to to compare and 
organize by height. Have children work with partners. Give each pair 8-10 strips. Ask children to 
glue the strips on a large sheet of paper in order, from tallest to shortest. Let partners share 
their work with the class. Have one partner point to the tallest strip and say, “This strip is the 
tallest.” Ask the partner to point to two others and compare heights, for example, “This is shorter 
than the tallest one but is taller than this one.” 
 
Science activity: 
Explain that the military keeps citizens safe, but animals in the wild must protect themselves 
from their enemies. Discuss different ways animal protect themselves, such as: elephants live in 
herds to provide safety in numbers; tortoises and clams have hard shells; porcupines have 
sharp quills; penguins have thick feathers and walruses have blubber for warmth; cheetahs are 
fast runners; falcons are fast fliers; lions have sharp teeth; a polar bear’s color helps it hide in a 
snowy environment. Have each child draw an animal and write a sentence-caption to explain 
how it protects itself. For example: A cheetah can run away to stay safe. Give help as needed. 
 
Social Studies activity: 
Remind children that a community, such as a city, state, or nation, is a group of people living 
together in one place. Each community has helpers to keep citizens safe and healthy, including 
police, firefighters, doctors, and the military. When America was young, only men served in the 
military; today, men and women serve. Each state also has a National Guard, made up of men 
and women volunteers. The Guard often helps citizens in emergencies, like floods, 
earthquakes, or hurricanes. Guard members may also be sent to fight in wars if there aren't 
enough military available. Ask children to design a community-helper award for a veteran of the 
military or the Guard, like a medal or trophy. Provide access to paper, markers, scissors, and 
modeling clay. Let children share their finished awards with the class. 
 
Arts activity: 
Invite children to make a swag of flags to display on any patriotic holiday. To help children 
remember to make the correct number of stripes, display a small flag. Provide red, white, and 
blue construction paper; scissors; markers; glue; and white glitter. Have each child make a large 
rectangle in the left-hand corner of the white paper for stars, then cut and paste red stripes in 
place. Next, model how to cut-and-paste blue paper to fit the rectangle outline and cover it with 
glitter stars. Stretch heavy string along a wall or across the windows and attach flags with paper 
clips or clothespins. Hang the swag of flags for everyone to see.  
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Handout 

Crack the Code 
Use the Code key to figure out each word. Use the hints to help you. 

 
Code Key 

A B C D E H I L M N O P R T V Y 
16 6 11 8 12 4 10 7 13 5 1 9 15 2 14 3 

 HINTS 

1.  4      1      7     10     8     16     14 day to celebrate 

  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 

 
2. 13    10     7     10     2     16    15     3 help keep us safe 

  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 

 
3. 9    16      2     15    10     1      2     10    11 love your country 

 ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 

 
4. 14    12     2     12    15    16     5 a former soldier 

  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 

 
5. 9     16    15    16     8     12  people march in one 

 ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 

 
6. 5     1     14    12    13    6     12     15 Veteran’s Day month 

 ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ 
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Assessment 
 
Circle the letter that best completes the statement or answers the question.  
 
1.  Veterans Day is in __________. 

A. July 
B. April  
C. October 
D. November 

 
2.  Veterans Day honors the day World War I started.  

A.  True  
B. False  

 
3.  A speech is something you ______.  

A. eat 
B. ride 
C. hear 
D. paint 

 
4.  Military bands play at parades. 

A.  True  
B. False  

 
5.  The Navy is part of the Armed Forces.  

A.  True  
B. False  
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6.  Patriotic means “to love your ______.” 

A. family 
B. toys 
C. cookies 
D. country 

 
7. A veteran is someone who has NOT been in the Armed Forces. 

A.  True  
B. False  

 
8.  People put flowers on the graves of veterans who died in a war. 

A.  True  
B. False  

 
9.  People wave American flags to show they are ______. 

A. hungry 
B. sleepy 
C. patriotic 
D. afraid 

 
10.  Only children celebrate Veterans Day. 

A.  True  
B. False  

 
 

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/

	Crack the Code

