
Teacher’s Guide

Space Adventure Crafts

Introduction

This teacher’s guide helps teach children about space and the importance of using their
imagination.  Children will construct crafts and use them to create inventive space adventures
filled with Martians.   They will also learn more about space and the objects one finds there.

National Standards:

This series supports the Language Arts curriculum. Go to www.enslowclassroom.com or
www.enslow.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade level,
and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s specific
curriculum standard.

Classroom Activities
Activities for teaching the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts; Math, Science; Social
Studies; and the Arts, can be found in this teacher’s guide.

Guided Reading Level: n/a

Reproducible for Educational Use Only
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers,
Inc.

Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series:
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series, as
well as download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series:
Titles in this series: Library Edition ISBN: Paperback Edition ISBN:
Fairy Tale Adventure Crafts  978-0-7660-3736-6 978-0-7660-3737-3
Haunted House Adventure Crafts 978-0-7660-3730-4 978-0-7660-3731-1
Medieval Castle Adventure Crafts 978-0-7660-3734-2 978-0-7660-3735-9
Pirate Ship Adventure Crafts 978-0-7660-3728-1 978-0-7660-3729-8
Space Adventure Crafts 978-0-7660-3732-8 978-0-7660-3733-5

Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from:
Enslow Classroom, an imprint of
Enslow Publishers, Inc.
40 Industrial Road, Box 398
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398
Phone: 1-800-398-2504
E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com

Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com or www.enslow.com



Space Adventure Crafts

The solar system is filled with planets, moons, asteroids, comets and many other exciting objects.
Through space exploration and the use of telescopes, more discoveries are being made everyday.
By using these devices, we can find out what happens millions and billions of miles away.  We
know that the sun is the center of our solar system and that the planets and their moons all orbit or
revolve around it.

Here are some basic facts that you can share with your students about our solar system and space
exploration. A website for further information is noted below.

Sun- center of our solar system, all nine planets and their moons orbit around it.  It is also a star.

Earth- fifth largest planet in our solar system.  It is the third farthest from the sun and it is the
planet we live on.

Moon- the earth’s natural satellite.  It takes the moon 27 days and 8 hours to circle the Earth.

Galaxy-  one of the vast number of systems containing stars.  We are part of the Milky Way
galaxy.

Planet- considered a celestial body orbiting around the sun.  There are 8 planets: Mercury,
Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.  Pluto used to be considered a planet
but is now considered a “dwarf planet”.

Rocket- a vehicle self-propelled by a rocket engine into space.

Satellite- man-made device placed in orbit around the earth or moon, usually to study them.

Astronaut- a person trained to travel in a spacecraft.  Neil Armstrong was the first astronaut to
step foot on the moon on July 20, 1969.

Suggested Websites:
http://k6educators.about.com/library/weekly/aa042200a.htm
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/space.html



Activities:  The Five Curriculum Activities

Safety Warning:
Before any activity, make sure your students do not have any allergies to items used.  Never use
anything which is sharp or may cut students without supervising.  Always have an adult
supervising all activities to ensure the safety of the children.

Reading/Language Arts activity:  As a class, read about the Neil Armstrong and his experience
walking on the moon.  The book, One Giant Leap by Robert Burleigh, is a suggested choice.
Then have the students write a journal entry depicting what he or she thinks Neil Armstrong
would have written after just walking on the moon.  Make sure to use correct punctuation,
complete sentences, and vivid adjectives. Include at least 5 sentences in your entry.

Math-  Divide the children into groups, with each group having its own planet.  They will have to
determine their planet’s distance from the sun, size, and color. This website will help students
figure out the dimensions of their planet: http://www.exploratorium.edu/ronh/solar_system/

Science-  Have students be moon trackers.  For a whole month, have the students keep a chart and
go out each night to observe the moon.  Have them date their entry and draw a picture of the
moon.  Each day in school, have them draw the same picture on index cards and place them on
dark blue sentence strips.  At the end of the month, children will discuss the changes in the moon
and look for patterns.

Social Studies.  Have children make a timeline of Space Exploration.  Have them start with July
20, 1969, the day Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, and continue to the present day.  What
discoveries have been made?  What changes have occurred in the type of exploration?  What
tragedies have taken place over the years?

Art activity:  Study constellations and have each student pick their own constellation to draw on
black paper.  Then have them poke holes over the stars.  Turn off the lights and have them place
their papers on an overhead, so only the constellation shows.



Handout

Space Exploration Timeline

Match each space exploration event to the date it occurred.

1.   July 20, 1969 A. 1st Space Shuttle designed to be used more
than once.

2.   April 13, 1970 B. Neil Armstrong walks on the moon.

3. April 12, 1981 C. Dennis Tito -- first space tourist

3. January 28, 1986 D. Apollo 13 explodes

4. April 28, 2001 E. Space Shuttle Challenger explodes
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