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Sports Stars Who Care  
Introduction 
This teacher’s guide helps students learn about some high-interest sports figures and their 
charitable work. Each book in the series explores the life and career of a contemporary sports 
star. Readers discover that besides notable athletic feats, each athlete is involved in charitable 
efforts to help others, making the books a great addition to any character education program. 
Full-color photographs and engaging text, including quotes from the athletes themselves, 
capture readers’ attention as they follow famous athletes from childhood to celebrity, in and out 
of the sports arena. Did You Know fact boxes, statistics charts, a glossary, and other text 
features add information to expand learning.  
 
National Standards 
This series supports Language Arts and Social Studies. Go to www.enslowclassroom.com 
and/or www.enslow.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade 
level, and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s 
specific curriculum standard. 
 
Classroom Activities 
Activities linking to the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts; Math, Science; Social 
Studies; and the Arts, can be found in this teacher’s guide. Hands-on activities and a 
reproducible handout encourage readers to use comprehension and vocabulary skills relating to 
the book’s subject. Some activities can be reworked to use with any book in the series. The last 
page of this guide provides a reproducible assessment tool covering comprehension, 
vocabulary, and inference. 
 
Guided Reading Level: P 
 
Reproducible for Educational Use Only 
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
 
Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series: 
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series, 
as well as download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series: 
Titles in this series:  Library Edition ISBN: Paperback Edition ISBN: 
Dale Earnhardt, Jr.: A Car Racer Who Cares  978-0-7660-3777-9 978-1-549845-228-0 
David Wright: A Baseball Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3775-5 978-1-549845-229-7 
Kevin Garnett: A Basketball Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3772-4 978-1-549845-230-3 
LeBron James: A Basketball Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3776-2  978-1-549845-231-0 
Peyton Manning: A Football Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3774-8  978-1-549845-232-7 
Tom Brady: A Football Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3773-1 978-1-549845-233-4 
 
 
Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from: 

Enslow Classroom, an imprint of Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
40 Industrial Road, Box 398 Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398 
Phone: 1-800-398-2504 E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com 
Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com 
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Teacher’s Guide for 
Tom Brady: A Football Star Who Cares  
Tom Brady captured football fans’ attention by winning the Super Bowl in his first year as a 
starting quarterback. In this book, readers follow Brady’s career on the gridiron and off. They 
discover that Brady is involved in many charitable efforts, including the "One Laptop Per Child" 
program in Uganda and "Best Buddies," which aids the mentally and physically challenged. 
 
Introduction, pages 5–6 Read the title, Tom Brady: A Football Star Who Cares and discuss the 
cover photograph. With students, browse the book noting headings, photos and captions, and 
fact boxes. Ask each student to write a statement about what he or she hopes to learn from the 
book. Keep the statements to review after reading the book. Read pages 5-6 together. 
 
Chapter 1, pages 7–13 Remind students that this is a biography—details about a real person's 
life. Point out the date 2007 on page 7. Explain that dates and words like next, now, and then 
signal a sequence text structure. Add that authors sometimes describe events in a life in order, 
but often readers must infer the sequence from dates and descriptions in the text. As students 
read, have them place sticky notes by dates and important events.  
 
Chapter 2, pages 14–18 Remind students to put sticky notes by dates and events as they read. 
Discuss the photos and captions. Ask students how these text features help readers. 
(clarify/expand information in the main text) 
 
Chapter 3, pages 19–24 Have students read the chapter silently. Ask: Why were Michigan fans 
unhappy after Brady became quarterback? (The team lost important games.) What happened in 
his final game for Michigan? (He threw a touchdown pass to win the Orange Bowl.) 
 
Chapter 4, pages 25–31 Let students partner-read the chapter and discuss Brady’s journey to 
becoming the Super Bowl MVP. Ask: What is the tuck rule? (If a quarterback’s arm is forward to 
pass when he changes his mind and tries to tuck in the ball instead of passing, it is scored as an 
incomplete rather than a fumble.)  
 
Chapter 5, pages 32–38 Have students partner-read the chapter and discuss how Brady 
helped the Patriots win three Super Bowls in four seasons. Remind partners to put sticky notes 
by dates and events 
 
Chapter 6, pages 39–43 Have students read the chapter, then discuss what makes Brady a 
role model—someone other people want to be like. Point out the Career Statistics, Words to 
Know, Read More, and Index pages that follow the chapter. Discuss how such nonfiction text 
features help readers find information more easily. 
 
After Reading Review the statements students wrote before reading the book. Did they learn 
what they wanted? If not, have them use the Internet to research the information and report to 
the class. As a group, use students’ stickies to create a timeline on the board. Prompt personal 
responses to the book by asking: Which chapter did you find most interesting? Why? Would you 
recommend the book to a friend? Why or why not?  
 
Use the activities linking to Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, and the Arts 
on the next page. Also make copies of the Handout and Assessment pages that follow. Read 
the directions aloud, then let students work independently. Answers: Handout 1. tackle, 2. 
rookie, 3. playoffs, 4. block, 5. charity, 6. siblings, 7. touchdown, 8. intercepted, 9. veteran, 10. 
football.  Assessment 1. A, 2. C, 3. B, 4. D, 5. C, 6. A, 7. D, 8. A, 9. C, 10. .  
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Activities -- The  Five Curriculum Activities 
 
SAFETY WARNING: 
Before doing any activity, make sure students do not have allergies to any materials. Supervise 
activities requiring the use of sharp or hot/cold objects. Always review directions and safety 
rules with students before they begin any project. 
 
Reading/Language Arts activity: 
Have small groups of students research how NFL teams got their names. For example, why is 
the Pittsburgh team called the Steelers (steel mills), Seattle team called the Seahawks 
(Washington is on the Pacific coast and a Seahawk is also known as an osprey or fish hawk), 
San Francisco team called the 49ers (Gold Rush of 1849), or the New England team called the 
Patriots (refers to the Revolutionary War)? Let students work in pairs or small groups to 
research and present the facts to classmates. 
 
Math activity: 
Direct attention to the career statistics chart on page 44. Have students use the chart to answer 
the following questions, then create their own math problems for classmates to solve: 
• In which year did Brady score the most touchdowns (Td); how many? (2007; 50) 
• What is the average number of games Brady played? 

(total games 129 ÷ 10 years on chart = 12.9 average games, rounded to 13) 
 
Science activity: 
Athletes need to know their center of gravity in order to keep their balance. Football players 
squat down to lower their center of gravity and make it harder for a tackle to knock them off their 
feet. Let student pairs experiment to find a center of gravity. Have a student tape an empty 
balloon to each end of a yardstick, then balance the stick on his/her finger. Ask a partner to 
mark the spot where the finger is when the stick balances—the stick’s center of gravity. Next, 
ask the student to remove the balloons, blow them up to equal size, tape them back on the 
stick, and then balance it again. Is the center of gravity the same? Repeat the experiment, but 
this time have students blow up one balloon more than the other. Discuss what happens and 
how this relates to moving the body to balance weight evenly. 
 
Social Studies activity: 
Discuss regions with students. Explain that we divide large areas into regions to help us make 
sense of them. Review the names of some U.S. regions, such as the Northeast, the Southwest, 
and the Midwest. Add that the NFL is divided into two groups, or conferences (AFC and NFC), 
and each conference is divided into NSEW regions. Have pairs of students go to 
http://www.nfl.com/teams to note which teams are in which region. Then ask partners to encircle 
the states on a US map that comprise each region, and then mark with a football shape where 
each team is located in that region.  
 
Arts activity: 
Have students imagine they are invited to name and design a logo for a new football team in 
your state. What would they name the team? What kind of logo would they design? Let students 
brainstorm animals, characteristics, and events that exemplify your state. Then provide a variety 
of art media, including paper, paints, markers, scissors, glue, and poster board. Invite students 
to share their finished team names and logos with the class. Let the group vote for the one it 
likes best. 
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Handout 

Scrambled Words 
The letters in these words from the book are out of order! Read each clue, then write 
the word right. Use the Word Box to check your spelling. 

 

  1. CAKELT     knock a player to the ground _________________ 

  2. IROKEO     a first-year player _________________ 

  3. SOFAPFLY games to determine the league champion _________________ 

  4. COLBK        get in the way of other players _________________ 

  5. THICYAR     organization that helps people in need   _________________ 

  6. BLINGISS    brothers and sisters _________________ 

  7. CHOWDONUT  worth six points in football _________________ 

  8. CENTEPRIDET  captured the ball _________________ 

  9. NEETARV     a player with years of experience _________________ 

10. LOFTLOAB   game played by Tom Brady _________________ 

 

Word Box 
 FOOTBALL CHARITY INTERCEPTED VETERAN BLOCK 
 ROOKIE TACKLE TOUCHDOWN SIBLINGS PLAYOFFS  

 

Now mix up the letters in three more words from this book. Write a clue for each of 
the words, then challenge a friend to unscramble them! 

1.______________________________________________________________ 

2._______________________________________________________________ 

3._______________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://www.enslowclassroom.com/
http://www.enslowclassroom.com/


__________________________________________________________________ 
Tom Brady: A Football Star Who Cares 

Sports Stars Who Care     © Enslow Publishers, Inc.      www.enslowclassroom.com 

Assessment 

Circle the letter that best completes the statement or answers the question.  
  
1.  In 2007, the New England Patriots were the first NFL team to win every game in a 

regular season.  
A.  True 
B.  False  

 
2.  Brady missed most of the 2008 season because _________. 

A. he moved to New York 
B. his father was very ill 
C. he injured his knee in the opening game 
D. he suffered a brain injury in the second game of the season 

 
3.  Brady had been the first player chosen in the 2000 NFL draft. 

A.  True 
B.  False  

 
4.  One of Brady’s favorite charities is “Best Buddies,” which ______. 

A. supplies computers to kids in Africa 
B. donates rescue dogs to police departments 
C. feeds the hungry on Thanksgiving 
D. helps mentally and physically challenged people 

 
5.  As used in line 14 on page 8, the word guarantee means _________. 

A. deny 
B. disagree 
C. promise 
D. reject 

 
 
6.  The word siblings as used in line 4 on page 14 means brothers and sisters.  

A.  True 
B. False  
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7.  Which word is a synonym of eye-popping? (line 7, page 38) 
A. unremarkable 
B. commonplace 
C. ordinary 
D. amazing 

 
8.  After reading this sentence on page 22, “He even thought about going to another 

school,” you can infer that ________. 
A. the boos and calls for Brady to be replaced really affected him 
B. the boos and calls for Brady to be replaced did not affect him 
C. the boos and calls for Henson to be replaced really affected Brady 
D. the boos and calls for Brady to be replaced really affected Henson 

 
9.  After reading the paragraph at the top of page 31 you can infer that _____. 

A. Brady was very tense before the game 
B. Brady’s sprained ankle was not healed by game time 
C. Brady was very relaxed before the game 
D. Brady did not sleep the night before the game 

 
10.  On page 41, the author suggests that Brady only has time to help national 

charities. 
A.  True 
B.  False  
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