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Sports Stars Who Care  
Introduction 
This teacher’s guide helps students learn about some high-interest sports figures and their 
charitable work. Each book in the series explores the life and career of a contemporary sports 
star. Readers discover that besides notable athletic feats, each athlete is involved in charitable 
efforts to help others, making the books a great addition to any character education program. 
Full-color photographs and engaging text, including quotes from the athletes themselves, 
capture readers’ attention as they follow famous athletes from childhood to celebrity, in and out 
of the sports arena. Did You Know fact boxes, statistics charts, a glossary, and other text 
features add information to expand learning.  
 
 
National Standards 
This series supports Language Arts and Social Studies. Go to www.enslowclassroom.com 
and/or www.enslow.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade 
level, and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s 
specific curriculum standard. 
 
Classroom Activities 
Activities linking to the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts; Math, Science; Social 
Studies; and the Arts, can be found in this teacher’s guide. Hands-on activities and a 
reproducible handout encourage readers to use comprehension and vocabulary skills relating to 
the book’s subject. Some activities can be reworked to use with any book in the series. The last 
page of this guide provides a reproducible assessment tool covering comprehension, 
vocabulary, and inference. 
 
Guided Reading Level: P 
 
Reproducible for Educational Use Only 
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
 
Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series: 
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series, 
as well as download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series: 
Titles in this series:  Library Edition ISBN: Paperback Edition ISBN: 
Dale Earnhardt, Jr.: A Car Racer Who Cares  978-0-7660-3777-9 978-1-549845-228-0 
David Wright: A Baseball Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3775-5 978-1-549845-229-7 
Kevin Garnett: A Basketball Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3772-4 978-1-549845-230-3 
LeBron James: A Basketball Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3776-2  978-1-549845-231-0 
Peyton Manning: A Football Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3774-8  978-1-549845-232-7 
Tom Brady: A Football Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3773-1 978-1-549845-233-4 
 
 
Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from: 

Enslow Classroom, an imprint of Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
40 Industrial Road, Box 398 Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398 
Phone: 1-800-398-2504 E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com 
Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com 
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Teacher’s Guide for 
Peyton Manning: A Football Star Who Cares 
Many people think that Peyton Manning is the greatest quarterback of all time . . . and he’s still 
going strong. In this book, readers discover that in addition to his success on the playing field, 
Manning helps disadvantaged kids work toward success through his Peyback Foundation.  
 
Introduction, pages 5–6 Read the title, Peyton Manning: A Football Star Who Cares, aloud 
and discuss the cover photograph. Have students make KWL charts, writing in the K column 
what they already know about Manning and in the W column, what they want to know about 
him. Add that after they finish the book, they will write what they have learned in the L column. 
Read pages 5–6 together. 
 
Chapter 1, pages 7–12 Point out that this is a biography—details about events in a real 
person's life. Explain that sometimes authors tell events in the order they happened but other 
times readers must infer the sequence from dates and events in the text. Suggest that as 
students read, they place sticky notes by dates and descriptions of important events. Add that 
later, they will put the information in correct sequence. 
 
Chapter 2, pages 13–19 As students read, remind them to put sticky notes by dates and 
events. Ask: Why did Peyton’s brother Cooper become a wide receiver in high school? (He 
knew Peyton would be a better quarterback.) What award did Peyton receive in the 1993-1994 
season? (National Football Player of the Year) 
 
Chapter 3, pages 20–26 Let students read and discuss the chapter. Ask: Why did Peyton go to 
Tennessee instead of Ole Miss? (He didn’t want to be compared to his dad and be a star 
without doing anything.) Why was Peyton most proud of his Sullivan Award? (It’s given not just 
for greatness on the field, but for what the player is as a person.) 
 
Chapter 4, pages 27–31 Read and discuss the drafting process. Have volunteers read the 
photo captions. Discuss how each photo and caption relates to the main text. 
 
Chapter 5, pages 32–38 Let students partner-read and discuss Peyton’s career with the 
Indianapolis Colts. Ask: Who is the rival quarterback on the Giants’ team? (Peyton’s younger 
brother, Eli) How do you think Peyton feels about Eli? (Possible answers: proud of him; glad to 
compete with him; lies to beat him.) 
 
Chapter 6, pages 39–434 Let students partner-read the chapter. As a group, use all the 
sequence data students have gathered to create a timeline on the board. Point out the Career 
Statistics, Words to Know, Read More, and Index pages that follow the chapter. Discuss how 
such nonfiction text features help readers find information more easily. 
 
After Reading Invite students to talk with a partner about Peyton Manning. Encourage them to 
share what they have read and heard about him. Then ask partners to each write two facts they 
learned about Manning. Let partners share their facts with each other and the class. 
 
Use the activities linking to Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, 
Social Studies, and the Arts on the next page. Also make copies of the 
Handout and Assessment pages that follow. Read the directions aloud, 
then let students work independently. Answers: Handout (right) 
Assessment 1. D, 2. B, 3. B, 4. C, 5. A, 6. D, 7. A, 8. D, 9. A, 10. C.  
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Activities -- The  Five Curriculum Activities 

SAFETY WARNING: 
Before doing any activity, make sure students do not have allergies to any materials. Supervise 
activities requiring the use of sharp or hot/cold objects. Always review directions and safety 
rules with students before they begin any project. 
 
Reading/Language Arts activity: 
Review the special features at the beginning and end of nonfiction books. At the beginning: the 
title page lists the name of the book, author, and company that printed it; the copyright page 
includes when and where the book was printed; the table of contents lists chapter titles and the 
page on which each begins. At the end of the book: a mini dictionary (Words to Know) defines 
important words from the text; an index lists topics in the book and where each is found. Have 
students use the book to show the answers to the following questions: Where would you find the 
name of the person who wrote this book? (title page; Barry Wilner) For a definition of statistics? 
(Words to Know, p. 46) To know where Chapter 3 starts? (Contents; on p. 20) To find out on 
which page there is information about the Rose Bowl? (index; on p. 29) 
 
Math activity: 
Direct attention to the career statistics chart on page 44. Have students use the chart to answer 
the following questions, then create their own math problems for classmates to solve: 
• In which year did Manning score the most touchdowns (Td); how many? (2004; 49) 
• What is the difference between the total number of attempts (Att) and total completions 

(Comp)? (6,531 – 4,232 = 2,299)  
• In which year did Manning have the lowest completion percentage (Pct); what was his Pct 

that year? (1998; 56.7) 
 
Science activity: 
Football players wear safety helmets to protect their heads from serious injury. But just how 
much protection do the helmets give? Have students use honeydew melons and old football 
helmets to find out. Fit a melon as snugly as possible inside a helmet. Cover the floor with a 
sheet of plastic. Let students take turns dropping the helmets. What happens to the melons? 
Have students write their observations. Then repeat the test, but this time line the helmet with 
some kind of shock-absorbent material, like bubble wrap or soft towels. Did extra padding 
change the results? 
 
Social Studies activity: 
Have students research to find all the cities in which the NFL has teams. Then ask students to 
locate and mark those cities on a map. You may wish to suggest they draw pictures and mark 
each site with that team’s logo. 
 
Arts activity: 
Remind students that sports teams usually have a squad of cheerleaders. Let small groups 
work together to create a cheer about Peyton Manning and the Indianapolis Colts. Encourage 
students to include letter cards and/or posters in their performances. Allow time to write and 
practice, then have each group perform its cheer for the class.  
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Handout 

Find-a-Word 
Find these 25 terms from the book hidden across, down, or diagonally in the puzzle below: 
AWARD, CENTER, COACH, COLTS, DEFENSE, ENDZONE, ETHIC, FIELDGOAL, 
FOUNDATION, HEISMAN, LINEBACKER, NFL, OFFENSE, PASS, PEYTON, 
PLAYOFFS, PRO, QUARTERBACK, ROOKIE, SACK, SNAP, TEAM, TOUCHDOWN, 
VETERAN, YARDS.   How does each term relate to Peyton Manning? 
 

D Q U A R T E R B A C K 

V E T E R A N Z N J O X 

O F F E N S E W F S A L 

Z I J E S D O P L A C I 

P E C A N D Z R J C H N 

X L P E H S R O O K I E 

P D A C N J E Z N C A B 

E G U Y O T Z J I E W A 

Y O S A O L E H T Z A C 

T A N R Z F T R E J R K 

O L A D X E F S A X D E 

N J P S H E I S M A N R 

F O U N D A T I O N J Z 
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Assessment 

Circle the letter that best completes the statement or answers the question.  
  
1.  Peyton Manning plays football for the _________. 

A. New York Giants 
B. New Orleans Saints 
C. San Diego Chargers 
D. Indianapolis Colts 

 
2.  Manning is a four-time winner of which award? 

A. the Heisman Trophy 
B. the Most Valuable Player 
C. the Sullivan Award 
D. the Vince Lombardi Trophy 

 
3.  Manning was the second pick in the 1998 NFL draft. 

A.  True 
B.  False  

 
4.  After Hurricane Katrina, Peyton and Eli Manning ______. 

A. went to Mississippi and helped to fill sandbags 
B. flew to Indiana and helped to build houses for the needy 
C. flew to Louisiana and delivered 30,000 pounds of relief supplies 
D. went to New Orleans and helped to search for missing people 

 
5.  As used in line 7 on page 15, the word tie means _________. 

A. equal finish 
B. knot 
C. fasten 
D. cloth worn around the neck 

 
6.  Which is a synonym for the word innate used in the last sentence on page 34? 

A. learned 
B. educated 
C. extra 
D. inherited or born with it 
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7.  The word consecutive in line 8 on page 34 means next in sequence.  
A.  True 
B. False  

 
8.  The fact that Manning calls all the plays on his team suggests that __________.  

A. he is disliked by his teammates 
B. he does not share his know-how with others 
C. he is responsible for all the equipment 
D. he is a good leader  

 
9.  On page 38, the author implies that Eli Manning sees Peyton as a role model. 

A.  True 
B.  False  

 
10.  From the text, you can infer that _________. 

A. Peyton Manning believes that winning is the most important thing 
B. Peyton Manning has won every game he ever played 
C. Peyton Manning is willing to give his time and money to help others 
D. Peyton Manning is only interested in helping people in his hometown 
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