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Sports Stars Who Care  
Introduction 
This teacher’s guide helps students learn about some high-interest sports figures and their 
charitable work. Each book in the series explores the life and career of a contemporary sports 
star. Readers discover that besides notable athletic feats, each athlete is involved in charitable 
efforts to help others, making the books a great addition to any character education program. 
Full-color photographs and engaging text, including quotes from the athletes themselves, 
capture readers’ attention as they follow famous athletes from childhood to celebrity, in and out 
of the sports arena. Did You Know fact boxes, statistics charts, a glossary, and other text 
features add information to expand learning.  
 
National Standards 
This series supports Language Arts and Social Studies. Go to www.enslowclassroom.com 
and/or www.enslow.com and click on the Curriculum Correlations tab. Click on your state, grade 
level, and curriculum standard to display how any book in this series backs up your state’s 
specific curriculum standard. 
 
Classroom Activities 
Activities linking to the five curriculum areas: Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, Social 
Studies, and the Arts, can be found in this teacher’s guide. Hands-on activities and a 
reproducible handout encourage readers to use comprehension and vocabulary skills relating to 
the book’s subject. Some activities can be reworked to use with any book in the series. The last 
page of this guide provides a reproducible assessment tool covering comprehension, 
vocabulary, and inference. 
 
Guided Reading Level: O 
 
Reproducible for Educational Use Only 
This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale. © Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
 
Where to Find More Information About Titles in this Series: 
Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and series, 
as well as download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series: 
Titles in this series   Library Edition ISBN Paperback Edition ISBN 
Dale Earnhardt, Jr.: A Car Racer Who Cares  978-0-7660-3777-9 978-1-549845-228-0 
David Wright: A Baseball Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3775-5 978-1-549845-229-7 
Kevin Garnett: A Basketball Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3772-4 978-1-549845-230-3 
LeBron James: A Basketball Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3776-2  978-1-549845-231-0 
Peyton Manning: A Football Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3774-8  978-1-549845-232-7 
Tom Brady: A Football Star Who Cares  978-0-7660-3773-1 978-1-549845-233-4 
 
 
Titles in this series can be purchased through all major vendors or directly from: 

Enslow Classroom, an imprint of Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
40 Industrial Road, Box 398 Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398 
Phone: 1-800-398-2504 E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com 
Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com 
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Teacher’s Guide for 
David Wright: A Baseball Star Who Cares 
David Wright is living his childhood dream: playing baseball for The New York Mets, a team he 
rooted for as a kid. In this book, readers discover fascinating facts about the All-Star third 
baseman who is a role model for young people. Not only is he an admired and successful 
athlete on the field, but he started his own charitable foundation to help fight multiple sclerosis. 
Full-color photos and direct quotes from athletes add to student interest. 
 
Introduction, pages 5–6 Read the title, David Wright: A Baseball Star Who Cares, aloud and 
discuss the cover photograph. Stress that this is nonfiction, a biography or detailed description 
of a real person's life. Let students browse a few pages, noting text features such as chapter 
headings, photo captions, and Did You Know fact boxes that add information related to the main 
text. Ask students to use their brief browse to predict what they will learn in the book and to set 
a purpose for reading. Then read pages 5–6 together.  
 
Chapter 1, pages 7–12 Read aloud page 7, stressing the sentence, The Time: 2009. Remind 
students that dates signal a sequence text structure. Add that sometimes an author does not tell 
events in the exact order they happened, but readers can infer the sequence after reading the 
entire selection. Suggest that as students read, they place sticky notes wherever they find a 
date. Explain that later, the group will use the information in an activity.  
 
Chapter 2, pages 13–19 Let students partner-read and discuss the chapter. Ask: How does the 
caption on page 17 connect to the text on pages 15 and 16? (It tells that his love of baseball 
started when he was young, working with his father and grandfather.)  
 
Chapter 3, pages 20–26 Have students read the chapter and note sequence of events. Ask: 
What do you think Wright proved by using the metal bat? (Probable answer: It’s not the bat, it’s 
the person at bat that counts. He hit the ball with the metal bat, but still prefers using a wooden 
one and hits just as well with it!)  
 
Chapter 4, pages 27–32 On page 29, explain that a “Subway Series” is games between two 
New York teams because fans can take a subway between the two baseball stadiums. Point out 
the question-and-answer text structure: the author asks readers a question, then provides the 
answer, either directly (“right there”) or inferred in the text. 
 
Chapter 5, pages 33–39 Let students partner-read and discuss Wright’s triumph both on the 
field and over a serious injury. Remind partners to add a sticky note by any date.  
 
Chapter 6, pages 40–44 Have students read the chapter silently, then as a group discuss what 
makes Wright a role model—someone other people want to be like. Point out the Career 
Statistics, Words to Know, Read More, and Index pages that follow the chapter. Discuss how 
such nonfiction text features help readers find information more easily. 
 
After Reading Prompt students to make personal responses to the book by asking: Which part 
of the book did you like best? Why? Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why 
not?  
 
Use the activities linking to Reading/Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, and the Arts 
on the next page. Also make copies of the Handout and Assessment pages that follow. Read 
the directions aloud, then let students work independently. Answers: Handout: 1. d, 2. f, 3. a, 
4. c, 5. g, 6. e, 7. b. Assessment: 1. C, 2. B, 3. D, 4. A, 5. B, 6. A, 7. D, 8. A, 9. B, 10. C.  
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Activities --  The Five Curriculum Activities 
 
SAFETY WARNING: 
Before doing any activity, make sure students do not have allergies to any materials. Supervise 
activities requiring the use of sharp or hot/cold objects. Always review directions and safety 
rules with students before they begin any project. 
 
Reading/Language Arts activity: 
Remind students that compound words are formed by combining two or more words to express 
one idea. Compounds may be simply connected, as in baseball or grandson; hyphenated, as in 
high-tech or merry-go-round; or separate words that express one thing, as in space shuttle or 
major league. Point out that the author uses many compound words in the book, then challenge 
students to skim the book to find as many compound words as possible in five minutes. For 
example, baseman (p. 5), short-lived (p. 11), subway series (p. 29). Discuss which words were 
combined to create the compound and if it was connected, hyphenated, or open. 
 
Math activity: 
The distance from home to first plate on a Major League field is 90 feet. Have students use 
masking tape to mark off 90 feet in a hallway or outside. Time each student running the 90 feet 
as fast as he/she can. Record times on a chart. Have students use the data to calculate the 
average time a student their age would run the 90 feet: add all the times and divide by the 
number of students involved.  
 
Science activity: 
Let students test the theory that a warm baseball travels further that a cold one. Put several 
baseballs in a bowl of ice: keep each ball in a plastic bag so it doesn’t get wet. Give a pair of 
students a cold baseball and a warmer, room-temperature one. Have one student hold one ball 
in each hand at equal height, as high above the floor as possible, then on command drop them. 
Tell the partner to watch the floor to see which ball bounces higher, then record the results. Let 
partners switch places. The room-temperature ball should always bounce slightly higher 
because molecules in the warmer ball move more freely and are more “bouncy.”  
 
Social Studies activity: 
As a group, research and list the names of all the baseball teams in the National League. 
Locate the home city of each team on a map. Then encourage students to find a picture of a 
popular player on each team to attach to the map at his team’s location.  
 
Arts activity: 
Stretch a clothesline or heavy string between two chairs, then have students use it to create a 
visual timeline. Mark one end of the rope with a picture of Wright as he might have looked as a 
young boy with his big wooden bat, playing baseball in Norfolk, Virginia. Encourage students to 
refer to the stickies they placed on pages of the book to suggest dates and events to add. Use 
paper clips or clothespins to attach all the pictures to the timeline.  
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Handout 
Crack the Code 

Use the Code key below to help you figure out each word. Then draw a line to 
match it with its description. 
 

Code Key 
A B C D E G H I L M N O R S T U V W Y 
9 1 13 8 17 6 22 5 10 7 11 20 15 2 14 18 4 12 18 

 

1.  5      11   11    5    11    6 a. state where David Wright was born 
 ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  
 
2. 13    22     9     15     5   14   18 b. a place where baseball is played 
 ___ ___  ___  ___  ___ ___ ___  
 
3.  4     5    15    5      6   11    9 c. sport played by David Wright  
  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
 
4.  1     9      2    17   1     9    10   10 d. one time period in a baseball game 
  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
 
5. 13   20   11   13    18    2     2     5    20    11 e. kind of bat David Wright prefers 
  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
 
6.  12   20   20   8    17   11 f. the David Wright Foundation is one  
  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ____  
 
7.   2   14    9     8     5    18     7 g. Wright had one after a fast baseball  
  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  ___    hit his helmet 
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Assessment 

Circle the letter that best completes the statement or answers the question.  
  
1.  David Wright is a _________ for the New York Mets.  

A. first baseman 
B. pitcher 
C. third baseman 
D. shortstop 

 
2.  Wright’s grandfather was the coach of Wright’s Little League team. 

A.  True 
B. False  

 
3.  David Wright always insisted on using _________. 

A.  the first baseball uniform he ever wore 
B. his father’s car 
C. the same baseball to hit a homer 
D. a metal baseball bat  

 
4.  Wright hit the first Mets’ homer in Citi Field.  

A.  True 
B. False  

 
5.  As used in the 1st sentence on page 7, the word clutch means ______. 

A. a tight grasp 
B. successful in critical situations 
C. a group of chickens 
D. mechanical device in a car 
 

6.  The word THWACK on page 13 is an example of onomatopoeia—words that 
suggest the sources of the sounds they describes. Which of the following is NOT 
onomatopoeia? 
A.  STOP 
B. BUZZ 
C. CLANG 
D. HISS  
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7.  Which is a synonym for the word tired as used in the 1st paragraph on page 24?  

A.  relaxed 
B. energized 
C. revitalized 
D. exhausted  

 
8.  The words, “After that, it was wooden bats all the way,” on page 22 imply that _____. 

A. Wright still uses a wooden bat today 
B. Wright had a new metal bat made just for him 
C. Wright dislikes wooden bats 
D. Wright can’t hit as well with a metal bat 
 

9.  The statement in the fact box on page 29 suggests that ___________. 
A. David Wright had two brothers 
B. All the Wright boys liked to compete 
C. David was the only bowler in his family 
D. Daniel Wright was the best bowler 
 

10.  You can infer from the words, “a hush fell over Citi Field,” on page 37 that _______.  
A. people were screaming and crying 
B. people ran out of the stadium 
C. it was very quiet in the stadium 
D. soft music was playing 
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