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Teacher’s Guide
All About Holidays series

Introduction
This teacher’s guide helps educate young children about the holidays. Each book is an
easily read story that introduces the holidays Christmas, The Fourth of July, Halloween,
St. Patrick’s Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Valentine’s Day. Many holidays celebrate the
anniversaries of great events. The Fourth of July and Thanksgiving Day are American
holidays. Other holidays, including Christmas, Halloween, St. Patrick’s Day, and
Valentine’s Day have come to us from the traditions of other countries.

Guided Reading Level: B

This guide is reproducible for educational use only and is not for resale, © Enslow Publishers, Inc.

Visit www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com to search for other titles and
series, as well as to download the teacher’s guides for other titles in this series:

Titles in this series: Library Edition ISBN: Paperback Edition ISBN:
Christmas 978-0-7660-3805-9 978-1-59845-174-0
The 4th of July 978-0-7660-3806-6 978-1-59845-175-7
Halloween 978-0-7660-3807-3 978-1-59845-176-4
St. Patrick’s Day 978-0-7660-3808-0 978-1-59845-177-1
Thanksgiving Day 978-0-7660-3809-7 978-1-59845-178-8
Valentine’s Day 978-0-7660-3810-3 978-1-59845-179-5

The curriculum standards supported by this series can be found by logging onto our Web
sites, www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com and searching under
“curriculum standards.”

Titles in this series can be purchased directly from:
Enslow Classroom, an imprint of
Enslow Publishers, Inc.
40 Industrial Road, Box 398
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922-0398
Phone: 1-800-398-2504
E-mail: customerservice@enslow.com
Web Page: www.enslowclassroom.com and/or www.enslow.com
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St. Patrick’s Day
St. Patrick’s Day
In St. Patrick’s Day, children will find out about where they might see the color green on
that holiday. Throughout the book, children might see green, such as bagpipers in a
parade, Irish dancers, shamrocks, or leprechauns.

St. Patrick was born in 385 AD somewhere along the west coast of Britain, possibly in
the Welsh town of Banwen. At age 16, he was captured and sold into slavery to a sheep
farmer. He escaped when he was 22 years old and spent the next 12 years in a monastery.
When St. Patrick was in mid 30s, he returned to Ireland as a Christian missionary. He
died at Saul in 461 AD and is buried at Downpatrick.

St. Patrick’s Day is observed on March 17 because that is the feast day of St. Patrick, the
patron saint of Ireland. It is believed that he died on March 17 in the year 461 AD. It is
also a worldwide celebration of Irish culture and history. St. Patrick’s Day is a national
holiday in Ireland.

St. Patrick’s Day symbols
(The page number in parentheses refers to a photo in St. Patrick’s Day.)

Bagpipes and parades (pp. 10–11): A bagpipe is a musical instrument made of a leather
bag and pipes. A person makes music by blowing air into the bag and then pressing the
bag so that the air is forced out through the pipes. The bagpipe is often played in Ireland
and Scotland.

Leprechaun (p. 14): In Irish legends, a leprechaun is an elf resembling a little old man,
believed to own hidden gold.

Shamrock (p.18): A shamrock is a leaf with three parts, or leaflets that is an emblem of
Ireland. A cloverleaf has four leaflets. A cloverleaf with three leaflets is a shamrock. In
Irish tradition, each leaf of the clover stands for something: the first is for hope, the
second is for faith, the third is for love, and the fourth is for luck.
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Activities for the Five Curriculum Areas

SAFETY WARNING:
Before any activity, make sure your students do not have any allergies to items that you
might use. Never use anything that is sharp or may cut a student. Do not use anything so
hot or cold that it might injure a student. Always have an adult supervise all activities to
ensure the safety of your students.

Reading/Language Arts activity: Sight words
Beginning readers will find easy words and repetitive phrases throughout the book.
Almost all the words used in this book can be found in the Dolch word list, which is
appropriate for beginning readers through the third grade. To learn more, visit
www.dolch-words.com. Additional words that may be specific to this book can be found
in the Words to Know section on page 3.

Math activity: Match the shamrocks
Cut shamrock shapes from green paper. Cut enough for each student. Label half of
shamrocks with numbers. For example, if you have 20 children, label the shamrocks with
the numbers one to ten. On the other half, draw one dot on one, two on another, and so on
until ten. Give each child one shamrock and have them find the child with their match.

Science activity: Tasting green food
For St. Patrick’s Day have a “Tasting of the Green.” Ask children to bring in healthy
green foods to share with the class. You may want to suggest foods such as green apples,
kiwi, pickles, green grapes, celery, or green beans. Encourage children to try different
foods.

Social Studies activity: Using maps
Using a world map, point out the country of Ireland. Explain that Ireland is an island. An
island is a body of land surrounded by water. Ask children if they can find other islands
on the world map.

Arts activity: Torn paper shamrock
You will need green construction paper, a large sheet of paper in a contrasting color,
pencils, and glue. Tear green construction paper into small pieces. Then draw a large
shamrock shape in the middle of the sheet of contrasting paper. Spread glue around the
inside of the design. Try to cover the entire surface of the shamrock so that covering it
will be easier. Now put the torn green paper on the glue to create the shamrock design.
Let the glue dry completely.
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